
Special  points of  interest : 

¶ MMDS Class Graduates 

(pgs. 6-7) 

¶ Strategic Planning Overview 

(pgs. 16-17) 

¶ Annual Meeting Info pg. 24 

Inside this issue: 

Fall Focus Meeting      

Coverage 
2-3 

State of the Society and 

Upcoming Elections 
12-15 

Winter Board Meeting  5 Events Schedule 18 

Basic Immunohematology 8-10 CCC  Program 19-22 

NORTH CAROLINA  SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE 

AN ASCLS STATE SOCIETY   
WINTER 2010 

The Filter Paper 

   State Licensure 

might be the 

most important 

obstacle facing 

clinical laboratory 

science in North 

Carolina. Jesse 

Frank, Jeanne Whittlesey, 

David McCullough (AMT) 

and myself gave a presen-

tation at Fall Focus 2010 in 

Raleigh. Evaluations and 

comments after presenta-

tion were very positive and 

inspire us that the member-

ship is behind the board in 

these efforts. However, we 

recognize that there is 

much to do and that it will 

likely take several years to 

see success. To this end, 

we are attempting to iden-

tify the best methods to 

meet our goals and 

strengthen our position. 

    Fundraising will be a ma-

jor hurdle facing us. The 

Board voted at the Winter 

board meeting to open a 

dedicated account with the 

starting balance of $1000 

from our society savings ac-

count. Also we will have a 

Licensure piggy bank at our 

membership table in hopes 

of collecting funds for lobby-

ists, creating educational 

material, and holding town 

meetings. 

   Another effort is being 

made to organize small lo-

cal meet-ups to spread edu-

cation and information re-

garding licensure. Educat-

ing and inspiring those af-

fected by legislation is an 

important step of any grass-

roots effort. The first meet-

up that has been organized 

will be held in Durham on 

Thursday, March 10th from 

6-9pm.  See the flyer for 

more information on page 

23.Throughout the spring 

and summer, we plan to set 

up similar events through-

out the state. Please let us 

know if you know of a good 

location to gather local 

technologists. 

Lisa.anderson.cls@gmail.com 

Presidentôs Message 
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Sixty-seven people and 11 
speakers attended Fall Focus 
2010 on October 30,2010 at 
Wake Technical Community 
College. Attendees enjoyed 
the all day CE event that of-
fered 11 continuing education 
sessions. The day before Fall 
Focus, an education assembly 
was held followed by a joint 
NCSSAMT/NCSCLS board 
meeting and finally the 
NCSCLS fall board meeting. 
 
Fall Focus kicked off the next 
day with keynote speaker, 
Terri Menzel who gave an in-
spiring session on "Methods 
for Tracking and Reducing Pre
-analytical Errors". Menzel is 
the phlebotomy supervisor at 
Wake Med Hospital and has 
made great strides in imple-
menting standardized proce-
dures to reduce pre-analytical 
errors. She also established 
tracers so that when an error 

occurred, it could be traced 
back to its origin and problem 
areas could be identified. 
 
Breakout sessions followed 
with 3 sessions offered in 
every 1.5 hour block. Topics 
were very diverse covering 
core subjects such as TMS, 
Hematology, Chemistry, and 
Microbiology as well as other 
topics including Point-of-care, 
phlebotomy, immunology, mo-
lecular, endocrinology and a 
joint NCSSAMT and NCSCLS 
panel on licensure. At noon, 
we had a great lunch provided 
by San Remo Italian Grill and 

held a NCSCLS business 
meeting while we ate. The 
meeting was open to all atten-
dees so non-members could 
get a glimpse of how the soci-
ety works. 
 
The day came to a close with 
keynote speaker, Dr. Rebecca 
Laudicina. She spoke on 
ñTranslational Medicine and 
Opportunities for Clinical Labo-
ratoriansò. Laudicina gave us 
great insight on the NC TraCS 
Institute (North Carolina Trans-
lational and Clinical Sciences 
Institute), which is the aca-
demic home of the Clinical and 

FALL FOCUS 2010 

(Above) Students 

from Winston Salem 

State University 

 

 

(Left) Fall Focus               

Participants at the        

Opening Keynote 
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Translational Science 
Awards (CTSA).  Their motto 
is ñTranslating Research from 
Basick Discovery to Improved 
Patient Careò. She stressed 
that not all research is being 
done by clinical laboratorians 
with advanced degrees and 
noted several research topics 
recently published by clinical 
laboratory scientists. 
 

Overall, Fall Focus was a great 
success! Special thanks to 
everyone that helped put this 
event together and those that 
served as moderators or 
speakers for the 11 sessions. 
Thanks specifically to mem-
bers of the planning committee 
to include Jesse Frank, Lisa 
Anderson, Judy Smith, Pam 
Horton, Jeanne Whittlesey, 
Libby Haile, and Jeanne 

Phelps. Thanks also to Wake 
Tech Community College for 
their support in providing 
space to have the continuing 
education sessions. Thanks to 
NCSSAMT for their contribu-
tions to Fall Focus. Finally, 
thanks to all those that at-
tended! Canôt wait until next 
year when we can do it all over 
again! 
 

J. Royden Saah, 

MS  

NC State Labora-

tory of Public 

Health 

LICENSURE TALK: Jeanne Whittlesey, 

Lisa Anderson, Jesse Frank, David 

McCullough 



                

 

 

 

 

 

In September, Lisa Anderson, 
Jesse Frank, and Jamie 
Blankenship traveled to Sa-
vannah, Ga. for the ASCLS 
Region III Triennial meeting 
and Region III Fall Council 
Meeting.  The Triennial meet-
ing began Wednesday after-
noon September 22, 2010 and 
concluded  through Friday 
morning September 24, 2010. 
There were nationally recog-
nized speakers from region III 
and beyond including Shirlyn 
B. McKenzie, Tim R. 
Randolph, Lynn R. Ingram, 
Mary Ann McLane, Carrne 
Bersch, and many others.  

Some of the highlights from 
the meeting included an excel-
lent vendor reception, a deli-
cious lunch and learn on re-
sumes and interviewing, and a 
ghost tour of Savannah.  
There was a great showing at 
our vendor reception on the 
first night.   In this intimate set-
ting, each of the vendors was 
very friendly and eager to give 
out the freebies!  It was easy 
to move about, mingle, and 
thank the vendors for coming. 
The lunch and learn on the 
second day was full of great 
information for students, new 
and experienced profession-

als, and those that might be 
interested in changing careers 
in the near future.  There was 
also an informative handout 
distributed with do's and don'ts 
for your resume and the inter-
view process, as well as some 
example resumes! The second 
evening we participated in the 
historic Savannah ghost tour, 
in which we traveled the city in 
a modified hearse and learned 
about history as well as the 
ghosts that haunt Savannah!  

The last day of the meeting 
was very busy! There was an 
excellent closing keynote from 
Mary Ann McLane titled 
ñSearching for the Face of the 
Clinical Laboratory.ò After truly 
being inspired to return home 
and provide the face of the 
clinical laboratory, we headed 
to the Fall Region III council 
meeting. Hassan Aziz, the Re-
gion III director, called the 
meeting to order and we got 
down to business. Some of the 
highlights from the meeting 
included the treasury report, 
Region III nominations and 
awards in 2010, new member-
ship chair, and social media. 
The treasury report was full of 
encouraging news; the Trien-
nial meeting 
was very suc-
cessful and 
made over $11, 
000 in revenue. 
This money is 
extremely im-
portant, as it 
supports the 
Region III lead-

ership and travel needs of the 
Region III council members. 
Hassan gave a special thanks 
to Barbara Russell for all her 
hard work on this meeting. 

Region III received numerous 
recognition and awards in 
2010. There were 10 Keys to 
the future, 29 Omicron Sigma 
from regional and national 
level, and 11 additional na-
tional awards and /or nomina-
tions from Region III.  Hassan 
was very proud of us and 
thanked us for all that we do. 
He then nominated Barbara 
Russell as the new Member 
Services Committee Chair to 
replace Darian Hybl. Barbara 
graciously accepted and has 
been doing a wonderful job. 
Last but not least, Jamie 
Blankenship of NC gave a 
small talk on social networking 
and an overview of Facebook. 
Jamie is on the ASCLS social 
networking taskforce and now 
runs the face book page for 
Region III and NCSCLS. 
Please visit both pages and 
become a fan. We wish you 
could have joined us for this 
superb event, but hopefully we 
will see you in 2013. 

FILTER PAPER Page 4 

What Happened at the Triennial Meeting  Jesse Frank, NCSCLS President Elect 
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    The winter board meeting was 

held on January 22, 2011 at the 

First Flight Venture Center in Re-

search Triangle Park. Ridge Diag-

nostics, a small clinical start-up 

company working out of the First 

Flight Venture Center hosted the 

meeting in their board room at no 

cost to the society. The meeting 

was called to order at 10:06am 

after the finance committee meet 

at 9:00am to prepare the budget 

proposal for the upcoming year, 

which will be approved at the CCC 

meeting in North Charleston.  

   A distribution list for program 

directors/faculty members was 

created for CLS/MLT/Phlebotomy 

Program directors and faculty. 

The hope is that this distribution 

list will provide better communi-

cation throughout the state pro-

grams. If you would like to be 

added to the distribution list, 

please email me at 

lisa.anderson.cls@gmail.com. 

    Membership information, ac-

quired by the national databases 

in January,  details the total 

ASCLS membership at 8174 

(2010- 8575) and the NCSCLS 

membership at 176 (2010- 179). 

Although the numbers are not 

greatly reduced from this time 

last year, we desperately need to 

reach the national goal of 13,000 

members as soon as possible. If 

you have any ideas about mem-

bership recruitment or services, 

please email someone on the 

ASCLS or NCSCLS Board. 

As you may remember, last year 

NCSCLS was able to exhibit at the 

HOSA annual state meeting in 

Greensboro. The Board was very 

interested in exhibiting again this 

year and was investigating what 

level of sponsorship/financial 

commitment the board could 

make this year. Our experience 

last year showed us that we 

needed more than two people at 

the booth as there were so many 

students and teachers. Since the 

meeting this yearõs meeting coin-

cides with CCC in North Charles-

ton, we were unable to recruit 

enough volunteers to man the 

booth. Our hope is that in future 

years we can avoid planning 

these two events for the same 

week. 

     Although much has been ac-

complished over the Fall, the 

board will continue to focus on 

completing the tasks of the Stra-

tegic Plan. There is much that can 

be done by members with limited 

experience in the workings of the 

Board. If you are at all interested 

in either Licensure, increasing 

Public Awareness of the clinical 

laboratory, or career recruitment 

to fill our stateõs programs, then 

please look over the Strategic 

Plan or contact me to discuss 

possible your interests, skills, and 

available time. 

   The meeting minutes will be 

available on the NCSCLS website 

(www.ncscls.org) for further infor-

mation regarding the Winter 

Board meeting. Please join us in 

North Charleston at CCC for the 

Spring Board meeting and mem-

ber awards. 

Coverage of the Winter Board Meeting   Lisa M, Anderson, NCSCLS President  

mailto:lisa.anderson.cls@gmail.com
http://www.ncscls.org
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The aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ aƻƭŜŎǳƭŀǊ 5ƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ {Ŏƛπ
ence (MMDS) in the Division of Clinical Laboratory 
Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill was launched in May of 2009 and the first group 
of students graduated in December of 2010.    

The MMDS program prepares laboratory profession-
als who are competent in performing and interpret-
ing molecular-based laboratory tests, explaining the 
appropriate use and meaning of molecular-based 
tests to other health care professionals, and estab-
lishing and validating new molecular methods in a 
clinical laboratory.  Graduates are eligible for the 
national certification examination in molecular biol-
ogy from the ASCP ς Board of Certification.   

The MMDS program is unique in that it combines on
-line courses, on-campus laboratory courses, on-
campus class meetings and a structured practical 

experience in a molecular diagnostics laboratory.  
The on-line format of many of the courses allows 
students greater flexibility in learning but it also re-
quires a great deal of self-discipline.   

Clinical rotations sites include UNC Hospitals in 
Chapel Hill, Duke University Medical Center in Dur-
ham, Laboratory Corporation of America in Research 
Triangle Park, Molecular Pathology Laboratory Net-
work, in Maryville, TN and Quest Diagnostics Nichols 
Institute in Chantilly VA.  During the clinical rotation, 
students work on two method evaluation projects 
and present their results at the end of the program 
in the Capstone course.  

The UNC MMDS program works closely with leaders 
in the molecular diagnostics industry who recognize 
the need for laboratory professionals qualified to 
perform molecular tests and bring new assays into a 

UNC Graduates 1st Class of MMDS 

 

Dr. Susan Beck 

ASCLS representative on 

ASCP-Board of Certification 

ASCLS Task for Personnel 

Position Task Force 

 

Dr. Susan Orton 

Previous Board of         

Directors 

 

Dr. Rebecca Laudicina 

Previous District Chair 

 

 

 

Laine Stewart 

Scholarship Chair & Web-

master 

NCSCLS thanks UNC faculty for their continued 

support and involvement.  
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laboratory.   In 2010, Abbott Molecular, Ap-
plied Biosystems, BD Molecular Diagnostics, 
Gen-Probe, LabCorp, Quest Diagnostics, 
Roche Diagnostics Corporation, and Zep-
toMetrix Corporation all helped to provide 
scholarship and instructional support for the 
MMDS program.   

The graduates of the first MMDS class, Lisa 
Anderson, Jasmine Miller, and Natasha How-
ard (see right), were honored at a reception 
and dinner on December 10, 2010.  Many of 
the MDS Corporate Partners were also pre-
ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ /ŀǇǎǘƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴπ
tations and congratulate the graduates.   

Current laboratory practitioners who wish to ad-
vance their knowledge and credentials in this rapidly 
growing area of molecular diagnostics should visit 
the MMDS website to learn more about this pro-
gram (www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clinical/mds).   Ques-
tions can be directed to Susan Beck 
(sbeck@med.unc.edu).  

"I really feel that receiving my Master's in 

the MDS was a great move for both my 

education and my career It helped to 

provide me with the tools and 

experiences necessary to excel in the 

clinical laboratory environment." 

Jasmine Miller 

CORPORATE PARTNERS: 
 

Latreace Moore 

Abbott Molecular 

 

Mark Brecher & Geraldine McDowell 

 LabCorp 

 

Sherry Helms Love, GenProbe 

 

Bob Brown & Douglas Malinowski 

BD Molecular Diagnostics 

 

Greg Chiklis, ZeptoMetrix 

 

Sallie Kerr, Applied Biosystems  

http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clinical/mds
mailto:sbeck@med.unc.edu

